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INDIAN HILLS COMMUNITY CHURCH December 9, 2018

Greetings! We’re glad you’re 
here and thank you for worship-
ping with us this morning. May 
God bless this fellowship and make 
each of us what He wants us to be. 
We’ll give Him all the praise!

Worship Music
This morning’s worship ser-

vice will open with the choir sing-
ing Born That We May Have Life.

The lyrics clearly proclaim that 
Jesus is the Son of God and Son of 
Man, born that we may have life. 
Listen carefully and rejoice with 
the choir, for our Savior has come!

Wordless Book
This year’s Christmas decor is 

not only beautiful, it has a purpose, 
and we’re excited about how people 
are using it to share the gospel. 

As you visit each of the 
displays, dwell on the truths that 
make Christmas so special.

Black: It’s barren and broken, 
offering nothing—just as we were 
before salvation. The “rags” that 
wrap the base represent our best 
works in God’s eyes.

Red: A crown of thorns tops 
the middle tree. Three trees remind 
us of the two thieves crucified be-

side Jesus, and how one repented 
and one did not. The same choice 
is ours today.

White: Snowflakes in the audi-
torium remind us how Jesus’ blood 
has washed us white as snow. 

Green: This represents the 
different ways we grow in Christ. 
The fruit and ornaments remind 
us of the fruit of the Spirit and the 
wrapped gifts remind us of our 
spiritual gifts.

The promise of God’s care for 
us in the lilies of the field is shown 
by the flowers on the tree. Our ad-
monition to be a light to the world 
is reflected in the lanterns. Living 
things decorate the trees because 
we have been made alive in Christ.

Gold: The biggest tree is deco-
rated in gold and multiple colors to 
represent the rainbow around God’s 
throne and the New Jerusalem.

Look for the reflections of 
clear glass, like we’ve been study-
ing in Revelation and for the fruit 
and branches that remind us of the 
tree of life.

This is a special time of year 
as we contemplate the birth of 
Christ and His purpose in coming 
to earth. 
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No Longer Blind
Larry Riekenberg

I suspect many of us in our 
pre-Christian days made an oc-
casional attempt to read the Bible. 
After several struggles, we gave up 
in the “begats” of the Old Testa-
ment and turned to the New Testa-
ment, only to become bewildered 
by the language concerning grace, 
transgressions, salvation, justifica-
tion, propitiation, God’s love, and 
a variety of concepts foreign to our 
thinking. 

What does it all mean?
We have little to go on unless 

we look to the Word of God to un-
derstand what we were like before 
becoming a child of God. Consider 
Ephesians 4:17-19: 

So this I say, and affirm 
together with the Lord, that 
you walk no longer just as 
the Gentiles also walk, in the 
futility of their mind, being 
darkened in their understand-
ing, excluded from the life of 
God because of the ignorance 
that is in them, because of the 
hardness of their heart; and 
they, having become callous, 

have given themselves over to 
sensuality for the practice of 
every kind of impurity with 
greediness.
There are certain phrases 

that jump out at us that describe 
what the Bible refers to as “blind”: 
futility (emptiness) of their mind, 
darkened understanding, igno-
rance, and hardness of heart. This 
leads to a life characterized by 
the pattern of the world system 
that provides a continual pressure 
to conform to a contemporary 
lifestyle that in many ways has 
become normal for all.

What hope is there for fallen 
mankind to ever break free from 
the chains of spiritual darkness, 
blindness, ignorance, and trans-
gression? How do we escape from 
this self-imposed treadmill that 
leads to death? 

God in His grace salvages us 
from our dilemma. The Holy Spirit 
uses the Word of God and makes it 
understandable to the blind mind. 
Theologically we call this “illu-
mination.” He provides light that 
shines in the darkness. 

Paul relates his personal testi-
mony of his call to serve the Lord 
in preaching the gospel to the lost 
in Galatians 1:15-16: 

But when God, who had 
set me apart even from my www.ihcc.org
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mother’s womb and called 
me through His grace, was 
pleased to reveal His Son in 
me so that I might preach Him 
among the Gentiles…
And at his conversion, the 

Lord told him he would be a wit-
ness and a minister for a very 
specific purpose.

To open their eyes so that they 
may turn from darkness to 
light and from the dominion 
of Satan to God, that they may 
receive forgiveness of sins and 
an inheritance among those 
who have been sanctified by 
faith in Me (Acts 26:18).
The Scriptures are also clear 

as to the work of the Spirit in the 
lives of believers to enable us 
to grasp the spiritual truths that 
transform our thinking and con-
duct. We often talk of the position 
we have in Christ as the redeemed 
and are exhorted to grow in His 
grace so that our walk is consistent 
with who we are in Christ. We are 
always playing catch-up. Our goal 
is to become like Jesus Christ, 
since we are already, in God’s 
sight, righteous, holy, and blame-
less in Christ. 

But God, being rich in mercy, 
because of His great love with 
which He loved us, even when 
we were dead in our transgres-
sions, made us alive together 
with Christ (by grace you have 
been saved), and raised us up 
with Him, and seated us with 

Him in the heavenly places in 
Christ Jesus (Ephesians 2:4-6).
Paul’s prayer for the Ephesian 

believers was for them to under-
stand more fully the blessings of 
their salvation. 

I pray that the eyes of your 
heart may be enlightened, so 
that you will know what is the 
hope of His calling, what are 
the riches of the glory of His 
inheritance in the saints, and 
what is the surpassing great-
ness of His power toward us 
who believe (Ephesians 1:18, 19).
Assignment for personal 

study: Go to I Corinthians 2:7-
16 for a further description of 
the Spirit’s work. This should 
be a challenge to us to person-
ally search the Scriptures (which 
we all have in several forms). As 
believers, we are blessed with the 
indwelling Holy Spirit for illu-
mination to fathom for ourselves 
the riches of His mercy, which He 
lavished on us in the Beloved!

Larry Riekenberg
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Children’ Sunday School
Visit the Sunday school 
coordinator’s desk for 
class locations.

Junior High (Grades 6-8)
Studying Genesis
Team Taught
Cornerstone House

Senior High (Grades 9-12)
Studying the Passion 
Week
Jeff Harford Teaching
Room 1430

Fundamentals of the 
Faith 
Gordie Coffin, Jeff Horn 
Teaching
Room 1102

Alpha Omega (18–25) 
Studying 1 Corinthians
Duane Nelsen Teaching
Room 2311

EDGE
Studying Hebrews
Jimmy Pelton Teaching
Rooms 2211

Bible Fellowship Hour
Common Bonds
Studying Acts
Jim Mooberry Teaching
Room 1404

HIS
Studying Deuteronomy
Scott Bailey Teaching
Room 1423

LOGOS
Studying 2 Kings
Greg Thomas Teaching
Room 1422
 
1800 Fellowship
Studying Luke
Bill Cooley Teaching
Room 1100 (Chapel)

One Heart
Studying Matthew
Dick Bergt Teaching
Room 1112

LIFE
Studying Gospel of John
Jim Pelton Teaching
Room 1419

The Father Knows Best
Studying “The Bible as a 
Contract”
Don Goertzen Teaching
Room 1414

Standing Firm
Studying Mark
Ed Daly Teaching
Room 1417

Classes begin at 8:45 
a.m. but everyone is 
welcome to come at 
8:30 a.m. for a cup of 
coffee and fellowship.

For more information 
about any of these 
classes, contact Duane 
Nelsen at 402-483-
4541, visit the class, or 
stop by the information 
center.

Information Center
We would love to meet 
you! Please stop by and 
pick up your visitor/
newcomer gift bag. 
We’re located across 
from Sound Words.

“If anyone thinks himself to be religious, and 
yet does not bridle his tongue but deceives 
his own heart, this man’s religion is worthless” 
(James 1:26).
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Bible Reading Plan
“Your word is a lamp to my feet 
and a light to my path” (Psalm 
119:105).

In our culture, it’s natural to 
come to the end of the year and 
consider things we’d like to im-
prove in the new year. One of the 
most important things we should 
evaluate is our time in the Scriptures.

As Christians, we firmly be-
lieve in the importance of spend-
ing daily, regular time in God’s 
Word and prayer. Yet, so many of 
us struggle to do this consistently. 
Perhaps that’s because we think 
this time with God has to be a 
monumental experience.

The truth is that we can begin 
developing this spiritual discipline 
in as little as a few minutes each 
day. For your convenience, the 
elders have put together a Bible 
reading plan for 2019. 

This plan will take us through 
the Old Testament once and the 
New Testament twice in a year. 
Each day we will read from five 
sections of the Bible: Old Testa-
ment History, Old Testament 
Poetry, Old Testament Prophecy, 
New Testament Narrative, and 
New Testament Epistles.

We encourage everyone to 
consider participating in this read-
ing plan. When we get together 
with others in the body, we can 
discuss the passages we have been 

reading and encourage one another 
in the Word.

Printed copies of the plan will 
be available at the end of Decem-
ber and reading sections will be 
published in the newsletter and 
website each week.

As we seek God, He will teach 
us from His Word. We must come 
to Him expectantly, and our con-
tinual exposure to God’s Word will 
reshape our attitudes and behavior 
as we gain a better understanding 
of His message to us.

Soon we will discover that it is 
impossible to spend only 15 min-
utes with the Lord. An amazing 
thing happens—and it’s not long 
before we’re spending more and 
more time with Him.

Daily Bible Reading Tips
1. Start reading the Bible today—

there is no better time, and 
there’s no reason to wait. 

2. Set aside a specific time each 
day. Set your schedule and 
then stick to it. Mornings are 
great, but feel free to use any 
time that works consistently 
for you. 

3.  Read the Bible for the sake of 
learning, not simply to accom-
plish your next reading. Pray 
before you begin, asking the 
Holy Spirit to give you wisdom 
and understanding.
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October 2018
Print Media Distributed 

206 booklets

Audio/Video Outreach
Sermon Audio: 

2217 downloads & streams

Church Leadership
Board of Elders
Gil Rugh, Chairman
Scott Bailey
Rob Jensen
Larry Riekenberg
Rob Schmidt
Mike Shrader
Randy Sperling
Ray Terry
Greg Thomas

Pastoral Staff
Gil Rugh, Senior Pastor
Jeff Horn, Senior Associate Pastor
Duane Nelsen, Associate Pastor
Donald Goertzen, Part-time
Curt Kuster, Part-time
Eddie Masters, Pastor Emeritus
Nick McElvain, Part-time 

Support Staff
Twila Beck
Gale Engle
Rachel Gould
John Scholle
Andrew Thomas
Kevin Wheat

Deacons
Jim Aust ................................... Children’s Church
Ed Daly ................................Adult Sunday School
Steve DeRiese ................................. Girls of Grace
Jon Duval ...................................... Safety/Security
Adam Flaugh .......................................Evangelism
Jonathan Goodding .........................Boys of Faith
Jeff Harford .........................................Senior High
Nicholas Jacobsen ............................ Men’s Events
Curt Kuster ....................................... Communion
Nick McElvain ................................... High School
Galen Pfeiffer ............................................... Awana
Tom Price .......................................Nursing Home
Todd Smith .....................................Sunday School

Part-Time Staff
Doug Andrews
Jerry Andrews
Stephen Bede
Madison DeRiese
Dalton Dowding
Hannah Ganshorn
Rick Gloe
Jake Krieger
Carroll Lavalleur
Sydney Marra
Dale McDaniel
Carsten Scholle 
Zach Wheat

Winter 
Storms

As winter storms move in, Jeff 
Horn and Kevin Wheat will try 
to keep abreast of the weather and 
road conditions. Weather forecast-
ing is tricky, but Jeff and Kevin 
will do their best to make sure we 
are not driving to church when it 
would be best to stay home.

Of course, each of us must use 
good judgment with the weather, 
drive safely, pray, and watch out 
for the other guy!

Church cancellations or delays 
will be posted on our website: 
www.ihcc.org. Be sure to check the 
website when in doubt.
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Family News
Hospitalized. Deb Terry was hos-
pitalized and is now home.

Children’s Studies
Children’s Church. The children 
studied 2 Samuel 1–3 and learned 
that God made David the king. 
The lesson goal is to trust that 
God’s plan includes the death of 
the righteous and the wicked.

Information
Children’s Christmas Concert  
is tonight! Please have your 
children in the auditorium at 5:00 
p.m. wearing their Sunday morn-
ing best. Make plans with your 
children about where you will 
meet them after the concert.
Christmas Cookies are needed 
for the Christmas concert social 
on December 16. Cookies can be 
dropped off in the old kitchen from 
December 12–15. Questions? Con-
tact Kate Morten at 402-416-6964.
Clothing Outlet will be open 
Tuesday, December 11 from 8:00 
a.m.–6:30 p.m. Donated clothes 
may be dropped off any time the 
church is open. Please place cloth-
ing inside the box in the Clothing 
Outlet closet (NE corner, by big 
canopy). Donated clothes should be 
in bags or boxes. Please put chil-
dren’s clothes in a separate bag or 
box. Clothes should be clean and 
in good condition. Questions? Call 
Brenda Turner at 402-486-1898.

Offering Envelopes for 2019 are 
available next to Sound Words. 
They are in alphabetical order and 
may be picked up at your conve-
nience. If you used an offering 
envelope during 2018, then a new 
one has been prepared for you. 
We tried to make sure no one got 
missed but if we did or if you sim-
ply want to start using an offering 
envelope for next year, please go to 
Sound Words and they will issue 
one to you.
Tax Savers. Non-cash gifts such 
as stocks, mutual funds, grain 
commodities, and IRA distribu-
tions provide excellent tax saving 
methods. Be sure to allow suf-
ficient time to make the necessary 
transfer complete. Some of these 
types allow you to both avoid 
capital gain taxes and use the full 
value for a tax deduction. Contact 
Jeff Horn or Carroll Lavalleur if 
you need any assistance.   
Cleaners Needed. If you would 
like to serve the Lord and this lo-
cal fellowship of believers by vacu-
uming a section of the auditorium 
or lobbies once every five weeks, 
please call Jennifer Gadeken, 402-
438-4671.
Titus Tuesday. We will not meet 
in December. Enjoy the Christmas 
break and plan to meet again on 
January 8, 2019.
Issues in our Contemporary 
World is on Christmas break. Plan 
to join us on Wednesday, January 
9 at 7:00 p.m. in room 1414.
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Last Week’s Message
Dec. 2 AM. Gil Rugh. GR 2060. 
Order in the Eternal Kingdom. 
Revelation 22:1-5
Dec. 2 PM. Gil Rugh. GRM 1208.  
Questions and Answers, Part 12. 
Selected Verses

Wednesday Night Bible Study is 
on Christmas break. Plan to join us 
on Wednesday, January 9 at 7 p.m.
Fundamentals of the Faith. Gor-
die Coffin and Jeff Horn are teach-
ing the Fundamentals of the Faith 
class each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. in 
Room 1102. The class is intended 
to provide a good foundation for 
several important doctrinal areas. 
The class is open to everyone.
High School Mansion Builders 
meet Tuesday and Wednesday eve-
nings at 7:00. Mike Little and Tim 
Pratt are the teachers. All high 
school kids are welcome.
Girls’ Choir is open to girls in 
fourth through twelfth grade. We 
meet in the upstairs choir room 
from 5:00 to 6:15 p.m.
Choir meets Wednesday at 7:00 
p.m. in the upstairs choir room. We 
will rehearse 1 hour and 15 min-
utes every Wednesday and sing 
every other Sunday morning. High 
school age and older are welcome. 
Orchestra meets Wednesday, 
from 6:00–7:00 p.m. in the audito-
rium. Orchestra also rehearses on 
Sunday from 8:00–8:45 a.m.
AWANA meets Wednesday at 
6:45 p.m. and kids three years old 
through fifth grade are welcome.
Used Book section is available at 
Sound Words. You may contribute 
to or make purchases of discounted 
and hard-to-find books. Our stock 
is constantly changing in both the 
fiction and non-fiction categories.

Mentors for Teachers are now 
available. If you would like some 
personal guidance or would like to 
see if you have the gift of teach-
ing, now is the time to step for-
ward. Several men are willing to 
help you on your way. The time 
commitment is minimal, but the 
rewards are eternal. If interested, 
please contact one of these men: 
Perry Beard, 402-475-5657; Jim 
Pelton, 402-464-5465; or Tom 
Price, 402-792-9331.
Nursing Home Door-to-Door 
Evangelism. If you’d like to help, 
call Adam Flaugh, 402-310-2070.
Hospitalizations. Please call the 
church, 402-483-4541, and notify 
Curt Kuster of hospitalizations or 
births.
Worship Service Online. If you 
are unable to attend church on 
Sunday and would like to worship 
with us through the internet, log 
on to www.ihcc.org and click on 
“Resources” at the top of the page. 
Then, click on “Live Stream.” The 
services start at 10:00 a.m. and 
6:00 p.m.
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This Week’s Events
Sunday 

Sunday Night Church 6:00 p.m. 
Children’s Christmas Concert 

 
Monday 

Pickleball 6:45 p.m. 
Sisters 7:00 p.m. 

 
Tuesday 

Titus Tuesday 9:15 a.m. 
Mansion Builders 7:00 p.m. 

 
Wednesday 

Girls’ Choir 5:00 p.m. 
Orchestra 6:00 p.m. 

Praise Team, Band 6:00 p.m. 
Awana 6:45 p.m. 

Junior High Christmas 7:00 p.m. 
Mansion Builders 7:00 p.m. 

Choir 7:00 p.m. 
 

Thursday 
Alpha Omega Study 7:00 p.m.

Future Events
December 16 

Adult Christmas Concert 
Cookie Fellowship

December 23 
No Sunday Night Church

December 24 
Christmas Eve Service 

Communion 
No Sisters

December 25 
Christmas Day 

Church Building Closed

December 26 
Church Building Closed 

Christmas Break for Classes

December 30 
No Sunday Night Church

December 31 
No Sisters

January 1 
New Year’s Day 

Church Building Closed

January 2 
New Year’s Break 

for Classes

January 8 
Titus Tuesday Resumes

January 9 
Wednesday Night Classes Resume
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